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FAQ SHEET
THIRD-PARTY VERIFICATION

FOR CHEMICAL PROCESS SECURITY

Acronyms and Abbreviations Used

ACC - American Chemistry Council
SVA - Security Vulnerability Assessment

What is third-party verification?

The ACC Security Code of Management Practices requires confirmation by an
independent organization  that member companies have implemented the physical site
security enhancements to which they have committed.

Verification is required only on a one-time basis for facilities that have the potential for
off-site impacts from uncontrolled releases, theft of materials, or product contamination.

Why are third-parties needed?

Third-party verification is intended to assure the public that facilities are secure.

What is meant by physical site security enhancements?

Physical site security includes measures such as fences, cameras, and gates. Physical
security process changes may also be included. Examples of these are  badge display,
visitor escort provisions, locks/master key control, vehicle control systems, and package
searches.

What about other site security enhancements?

Verification under the ACC Security Code is confined to physical security measures.
Non-physical site security measures such as manufacturing process modifications are
not subject to verification. This is because of the complexity of these types of changes,
the expertise required to verify them, the difficulty of doing so, and the potential
strategic business sensitivity of the information. For similar, reasons, non-site security
measures such as cyber security do not have to be verified.
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How are security enhancements identified?

Typically, the need for additional security measures is identified as a result of a security
vulnerability assessment (SVA).

Who can verify?

Companies may use any independent third party they believe will be credible in the
eyes of their plant community (employees and neighbors) and other facility
stakeholders. Verifiers may be selected on a company-wide or plant-by-plant basis.

What factors should be considered in selecting verifiers?

� Expertise (e.g. security)
� Affiliation (e.g. reputable security consulting firm)
� Experience, education and accreditation
� Reputation (with the plant community)
� Independence
� Ability to maintain confidentiality

When should I get a verifier involved?

Companies should involve verifiers early in the consideration and implementation of a
security program. They can provide input on the security measures to be implemented.
This is strongly encouraged by the ACC Security Code.

What will a verifier do?

They will determine if physical security enhancements from the security vulnerability
assessment are in place. They may offer comments on planned enhancements if
involved early in the process.

What will a verifier not do?

They will not independently assess which site security measures or enhancements
could or should be implemented.

When does verification have to be completed?
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Verification must be completed no later than three months after the security
enhancements are to be in place.

How is verification confirmed?

The ACC Security Code does not require verifiers to sign any documents or attest to
verification, although companies may require them to do so. The Code does require
companies to document the fact of verification, who conducted the verification, when it
was conducted, and the general conclusions reached. Verifiers may be asked to
complete a verification report but the Code does not require it.

How can I get more information?

Contact Primatech at:

50 Northwoods Blvd.
Columbus, OH 43235
Tel 614-841-9800
Fax 614-841-9805
www.primatech.com
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About Primatech

Primatech specializes in Process Safety,
Security and Risk Management. We offer
consulting, training and software to assist our
clients in identifying and reducing the risks
posed by toxic, flammable, and explosive
materials.

Companies in a variety of industries choose
Primatech to help them manage the risks posed
by such hazardous materials. We help
companies reduce the likelihood and
consequences of releases, which helps protect
employees and the public and prevent damage
to equipment and the environment. Reducing
these risks also improves productivity and
quality. We help companies comply with
OSHA's Process Safety Management (PSM)
standard, EPA's Risk Management Program
(RMP) regulation, and industry guidelines.

Our capabilities include:

� Process Hazard Analysis (PHA)
� Compliance Audits and Program Assessments
� PSM Program Development and

Implementation
� RMP Program Development and

Implementation
� Release and Spill Assessment
� Process Security Management
� Threat and Vulnerability Analysis for Deliberate

Acts Including Terrorism
� Third-party verification for chemical process

security
� S84 - Safety Instrumented Systems
� Layers of Protection Analysis (LOPA)
� Operating and Maintenance Procedures

Development
� Mechanical Integrity Program Development

and Implementation Guidance
� Human Factors and Human Error Analysis
� Facility Siting Analysis
� Dispersion and Consequence Modeling
� Probability Modeling
� Quantitative Risk Assessment
� Emergency Response Program Development

and Implementation Guidance
� Expert Witness Testimony and Litigation

Support

Primatech's clients are often Fortune 500 companies but also
include medium and smaller sized companies. We specialize
in serving the process industries, and have served hundreds
of industrial facilities throughout the world.

�Aerospace
�Agricultural chemicals
�Bulk/commodity chemicals
�Cold storage warehousing
�Electronics manufacturing
� Food processing
�Hazardous waste treatment
� Inorganic chemicals
�Mining
�Municipal water treatment
�Oil and gas production and distribution
�Oil and gas pipelines and terminals
�Organic chemicals
�Paints, coatings, resins and adhesives
�Petrochemicals
�Petroleum refining
�Pharmaceuticals
�Polymers and resins
�Propane storage and distribution
�Pulp and paper
�Rubber and plastics
�Semiconductors
�Specialty metals
�Steel
�Wastewater treatment

Our services and products enable our clients to achieve their
risk, safety and security objectives faster and easier.
Primatech is an independent company with no vested interests
and is seen, therefore, to deliver work recognized as objective
and unbiased.
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